EGO 4                                 [1940
bilkers on half a dozen occasions, am very tiresome abroad. I
get Monty to motor me to a horse-show: " But of course
James must make me get up an hour earlier to see him eat
his breakfast an hour later." On the other hand, the entry
for August 16th, 1936, reads :
Returned from Belfast via Larne and Stranraer. Wet,
misty drizzle on crossing, and as our train missed a con-
nection we were 1-| hours late at Euston. This is too much
on a long journey, and one curses the L.M.S. for its hideous
inefficiency in spite of exacting huge prices for tickets. J.A.
fractious in train, but on the whole he was very good.
To Monty I owe my happiest hours in London during twenty
years. I shall end with'his last letter to me, written after a
dense fog and complete breakdown of communications had
prevented me from turning up at his Christmas dinner-
party :
12 Hyde Park Gate, S.W.I
Boxing Day
DEAR JIMMIE,
Here is Jock's Quiz for Xmas, which much amused us.
Please guess it yourself. We did pretty well.
I am sorry you could not come, but le brouillard de
Londres est devastateur. Quand meme, 'Pami le plus
fidele '! Mais je n'ai jamais de rancune.
M.
April 21   Letter to Desmond MacCarthy :
Sunday.
10 Fairfax Road, N.W.6
April 21st, 1940
DEAE DESMOND,
I do not understand you when you say in to-day's New
Statesman, " In the interpretation of poetic drama the
resources at the actor's disposal fall to my mind in this
order of importance: (1) Voice (2) Gesture (3) Dress."
Haven't you forgotten Facial Expression ? Read again the
Vashti chapter in Villette. " What I saw was the shadow
of a royal Vashti." " In each of her eyes sat a devil."
" These evil forces wrote hell on her straight, haughty brow.
. . . They writhed her face to a demoniac masfe." " Vashti
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